
Minutes of OFB Board 

(June 30, 2019, 4pm) 

 

Location: Harvest House 

 

Board members present: Lacy Hagan, Able Allen, Ellie Kuhn, Theo Biamonte, Joe 

Karpen, Bob Thompson, Robyn Blakely, and Ron Yarbrough 

 

We had a quorum of 8 board members. 

 

Board members not present:  Charlie Myers, John Bouda, and Cathy de Troia 

 

Visitors present: David Winston (booker), Robert Zieber, and Jan Parkinson (talent 

housing) 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 

Board approved the previous April 2019’s minutes; there was no May 2019 meeting. 

 

Items voted upon: 

 

• OFB Board agreed to rent some of its sound equipment to Splash Dance (SD) at a 

rate of 1% of its value (~$75). If SD doesn’t break even, then the OFB will not 

pursue this money. 

• Joe Karpen had distributed the OFB’s 2018 990 tax filing. Bob Thompson made a 

motion to accept the tax filing and Able Allen 2nd the motion. 

• Board approved Suzanne Hosch to complete Grace Sideris’s term; the OFB 

membership will vote on Suzanne’s approval completion at the 2020 annual 

meeting. 

 

Booking: 

 

David Winston shared that bands are booked through 2019* and callers are booked 

through Oct. 10th. 

 

Jan Parkinson has agreed to organize housing for traveling bands/callers. 

 

*  Board informed David that Thursday dance will be scheduled for Christmas Eve which 

needs a band and caller. 

 

 

Swannanoa Gathering (SG): 

 

David W. clarified OFB’s Thursday dance calendar to clearly state which SG events are 

not contra dances. 

 



Treasury: 

 

Joe Karpen shared information for John Bouda (out of town).  

Income for Thursday dance is up about $3000 mid-2019. Reasons for improvement are: 

• Attendance is up 2%. 

• Increase of $1 for dance attendees (WWC students still just $1). 

 

David W. shared that bands/callers have responded very positively to the board’s 

decision to increase the minimum payout to cover their cost in the event of a low turnout 

night. 

 

Country Dance and Song Society (CDSS): 

 

Bob and Robyn will complete a CDSS survey as representing the OFB. 

 

The topic of addressing gender at OFB dance events: 

 

Board decided to survey our dance community member’s opinion on the topic of gender 

description at our dance events. The goal is to have this survey available for our 

September membership drive. 

 

As the chair of the Thursday dance, Able stated that the interim policy would be to 

encourage callers to call the dance as gender-free*, but not to force them to do so. It was 

recognized that calling is a learned skill, and we don’t want to require callers to change 

their terminology if that would negatively affect their ability to call the dance without 

confusion. 

 

Bob shared that the Durham ECD (English Country Dance) is already called with gender-

free terms.  

 

OFB Values Statement: 

 

Joe moderated a discussion to further refine the OFB’s Values Statement. This process 

will continue for at least another board meeting. At some undetermined time, the board 

will approve a Values Statement. 

 

Executive Session: 

 

The board went into executive session to discuss personal matters not appropriate for 

public disclosure. 

 

Closing: 

 

Meeting ended at 6:10 pm 

 


